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Clinical Vignette
A 52-year-old woman with type 2 diabetes for the past
12 years presented with the complaints of fever, chills
and rigor, pain in the abdomen, particularly in the right
flank, and dysuria. On evaluation, she was found to
have normal renal function but uncontrolled blood
glucose. The right kidney could not be visualized on
ultrasound. Plain abdominal radiography showed a
kidney-shaped gas shadow that had replaced the right
kidney (Panel A). Abdominal computed tomography
revealed emphysematous pyelonephritis of the right
kidney in which the lower pole of the kidney had been
shattered (Panel B). Gas had replaced the majority of
the right kidney and pushed the remnant up. Urine
culture grew Candida species. She underwent right
nephrectomy and recovered uneventfully.
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Panel B. Abdominal computed tomography shows a shattered right
kidney; gas has replaced the majority of the right kidney and pushed
the remnant up.
Panel A. Abdominal radiography shows a kidney-shaped gas
shadow in the place of the right kidney.
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